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	Standard Title
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	Version no.
	1.0

	Date
	

	Issuing Authority
	Learning Skills Council 

	                                           Introduction
	The MIAP Common Data Definitions (MIAP CDD) were developed as a set of data standards to be used across a variety of data sharing processes within the UK education sector. The standardisation of these key data definitions facilitates the creation of a Unique Learner Number (ULN) and the development of a Personal Learning Record containing participation and achievement data. MIAP CDD version 1 was first released in 2004 and is compliant with the e-gif Government Data Standards Catalogue. 

The purpose for ISB inheritance of the MIAP CDD is to acknowledge the importance and current use of the standard, and to alert new projects to the need to consider the standard. Whilst ISB expects to inherit and adopt a series of discrete standards for data items, as far as is feasible, they should be suitable for use across all relevant parts of ESCS. Wherever possible, new ISB ESCS-wide standards will build on existing standards, including CDD, where relevant.
However, MIAP CDD is now several years old and it is recognised that there may be other standards better suited to facilitate consensus about standards e.g. Aligned Data Definitions.

The importance of MIAP CDD standard and its increasingly widespread adoption across Education, Skills and Children’s Services, means that this standard is likely to be an important reference point for some time.  ISB expects to approve a series of discrete standards for data items each of which will, as far as is feasible, be suitable for use across all relevant parts of ESCS. Many of those will be based on the definitions currently within CDD, some (e.g. person demographics) will not.
Below the status of each of the major parts of CDD are identified.

	         Objectives of the standard
	Define common identifiers for Learner (ULN) and Organisation (UKPRN) along with other demographic and qualification data items used widely across the education system.



	Business Sponsors
	Learning Skills Council, Managing Information Across Partners Service.

	Who will use it
	Organisations who will use the MIAP services or who will transact data sourced from the MIAP system.
(Refer to High Level MIAP Dataflow Diagram)
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	How will it be used
	Relevant organisations will exchange data according to the specification in this standard. Organisations not using the MIAP system may also want to consider these standards where they are required to transact similar data. 

	Content of the standard
	The standard is documented in an E-Gif compliant Government Data Standards catalogue with associated schemas and valid value lists. 

The standard has not been updated or re-versioned beyond its first version in 2004. 
The following defines the core CDD Data Item groups with examples. It is intended that each of these Data Item groups is discussed with reference to the potential for ISB Inheritance.

- Awarding Organisation Classification and Identifiers
e.g. Awarding Organisation Legal Name, Awarding Organisation Primary Website

- Delivery Point Identifiers
e.g. Delivery Point Primary Website URL, Delivery Point Primary UK Telephone Number

- Person Demographics
e.g. Person Title, Person Disability

- Provider
e.g. Provider identifier (UKPRN), Provider Legal Name

- Qualification
e.g. Sector, Subject, Unit

- Participation
e.g. Enrolment, Course, Start Date

-Assessment
e.g. Mark, Qualification, Grade

	Limitations
	The standard is already in use for the stated purposes. In giving approval; ISB is stating that the use of this standard outside the stated purposes is not approved. ISB is intending by the end of 2009 to have replaced this standard with a series of standards, one for each data item and associated attributes that will be both ESCS-wide and compatible with the ESCS Enterprise Architecture.
The following data items and data item groups from the MIAP CDD should not be used in any new system except for compatibility with MIAP. Use instead definitions to be found in the Aligned Data Definitions (http://www.escs-isb.org.uk/standardslibrary/ADD.htm)
· Names, 
· DoB, 
· Gender, 
· Birth certificate and DoB verification
· Country of Birth
· Nationality
· Home address
· Any other demographic attributes present in both MIAP CDD and CDD.

Data Items belonging to the Awarding Organisation and Awarding Organisation Classification Data item group should not be used in any new system except for compatibility with MIAP. A controlled list will be developed by the ISB Data management SIG to ensure the data standards are suitable for the ESCS. This will be placed in the SIG work-plan and will be prioritised in the normal way in consultation with the ISB Technical Support Service.
Data Items belonging to the Delivery Point Identifier should not be used in any new system except for compatibility with MIAP. An activity should be undertaken by the ISB Data Management SIG, TSS & ESCS Enterprise Architecture team to assess the concept of Delivery Point Identifier data items against the ESCS Enterprise Architecture. The concept of an Organisation entity should be explored to cater for different types of Organisations. This will be placed in the SIG work-plan and will be prioritised in the normal way in consultation with the ISB Technical Support Service.
Data Items belonging to the Qualification, Participation and Assessment data item groups should not be used in any new system except for compatibility with MIAP. The ESCS Enterprise Architecture team will engage MIAP, QCF, The IA and HESA to begin the work required to get a standard on participation, qualification and assessment. It is planned that this work will be completed by early 2010.

	Functional specification
	This document is the functional specification

	
	

	Evidence of consultation

	Users / Beneficiaries
	Organisations (Learner Registration Bodies) including schools and colleges interact with the MIAP ULN Learner Registration Service through the use of Interface formats defined primarily in MIAP CDD format.

Individual Achievement and Participation data is collected from organisations in its source format and where applicable it is matched to the CDD interface format and loaded. 
Additional external organisations have adopted CDD data items, HESA, Welsh Assembly etc

	Review Panel
	MIAP CDD is not currently under a change control\configuration management regime. It is currently still version 1 and although requirements for change have been recorded there has been no work undertaken to update it to a new version.

	
	

	
	A full stakeholder consultation process for CDD version 1 was completed in 2004. For details please refer to: http://www.miap.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/3A16E1F9-D5BF-43A3-98FE-B2D81706512E/0/CDD01ImplementationofCommonDataDefinitonsphase2v1.pdf


	
	

	Assessment 

	Meeting the Requirement 
	MIAP have assured a degree of fitness for its defined purpose and limited scope

	Are there outstanding issues with the way the standard works?
	The standard needs updating to reflect the requirements for change experienced by the MIAP Programme and the design, build and implementation of the systems. 
CDD was originally designed as a `one size fits all` set of data standards. The MIAP enterprise data architecture has shown that data does not always fit comfortably with the model. 

As additional Programmes and services have been developed outside of the original MIAP remit, e.g. OLASS (Offender Learning), Skills Accounts and QCF (Qualifications, Curriculum Framework) they have highlighted the need for the definitions to be updated.

There is also a business need for MIAP to update the data definitions and to establish the maintenance, governance and release of these data definitions both internally and externally and aligned to the sector.

MIAP needs an established and defined process for governing the CDD data definitions alongside effective change and release management. 
These issues are not directly relevant to the ISB

	Is the standard acceptable to key stakeholders?
	Stakeholders are mandated to use a format for data that is based on the majority of the CDD specifications when interacting with the LRS. This does cause a few problems where data in the source systems is different from the CDD. e.g. Nationality Codes, Date Format etc
Additional stakeholder data providers (DCSF NPD and LSC ILR) provide data which where possible is matched to CDD. 

	How does the standard integrate with the DCSF goal enterprise architecture and with existing sector architectures?
	Not known

	Evidence of implementation
	560 Learner Registration Bodies interfacing with MIAP including Colleges, Schools and Awarding Bodies. 

Cyclical loads of achievement and participation data from the Learning Skills Council and the DCSF (NPD KS4\KS5 data).
In development, transfer of achievement data from MIAP to Skills Accounts (LSC Programme).

	Evidence of implementation within the ESCS sector
	Over 600 projects and programmes are using parts of CDD across ESCS (see the MIAP data flow diagram for more information).

	Arrangements in place to interpret and monitor standard usage
	Currently managed by MIAP Service and Data Team.

	Issues arising from this proposed standard
	The purpose of ISB approval is to state explicitly the limits in scope and time applying to the use of MIAP CDD.

	Further work recommended
	Replacement with ISB standards as approved.

	Recommendation (FURA)
	Inherited

	
	

	Standard Type 

	Operational
	


Approval
The Information Standards Board approves this standard for use within Education, Skills and Children’s Services.
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